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The Convergence of S’ﬁrarigama Mantra and Sitatapatra Dharani in Dazang Quanzhou:
Study on Manchurian Transliteration of Tibetan Mantra and the
Influence on Philology in Qing Dynasty
Kung, Ling-Wei

As the critical clue of cultural exchanges between Chinese and Tibetan Buddhism, rather
than only an unwarranted apocrypha or a pseudepigrapha by Chinese Buddhists, S,L'Lrarlgama
Mantra #5755, the seventh volume of S’liran‘gama Sitra in Chinese, corresponds closely to
several different Tibetan translations of Sizatapatra Dharani 1P 5PFE % JE . Besides its inter-

translations of Sino-Tibetan texts from 8" 10 13" century, Siarargama Mantra had also weaved
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the net of meaning of reciprocation of Sino-Tibetan Buddhism in Qing dynasty. In Dazang
Quanzhou K 4 9%, a multilingual collection of Manchurian transliteration of Indo-Tibetan
Mantras made by Qianlong emperor in order to precisely record Mantras in Buddhism Tripitaka
K% 42 by Manchu alphabet rather than Chinese, we can find not only Mongo-Manchurian
Transliteration of Tibetan Mantras but also Chinese annotations which profoundly reflect the
emic perspective of compilers. The complementary notes of S,L'Lrarigam Mantra in Dazang
quanzhou which recognize Chinese Sﬁrar‘zgama Mantra having its Tibetan counterparts. This
textual phenomenon actually discloses official editors of the compilation in Qing dynasty having
realized that S,zirangama Manira also has Indo-Tibetan textual origins rather than just being a
Chinese counterfeit. Considering the political motivation of Manchu emperor behind the
compilation, the interaction of Sino-Tibetan Buddhism in Dazang Quanzhou actually allude
eclectic culture policy taken by the Qing government in order to unite and consolidate the
relations between Chinese, Tibetan and Mongolian as an “imagined Buddhist community”
centralized by Manchu emperor who was venerated and consecrated as Mafijusri, a Bodhisattva
in Chinese and Tibetan Buddhism both greatly revered.

On another hand, the Manchurian ethno-centrism of Qianlong emperor had not only
facilitated the interplay of Sino-Tibetan Buddhism but also stimulated the academic
development of Chinese Philology, which is called Han Xue (X 2%, Pu Xue fF2%% and later
Qianjia Han Xue #¥7%{{ 2 in Qing dynasty. For comparing the phonetics of Manchu, Chinese
and Tibetan to transliterate Mantras in Buddhism texts, Qianlong emperor ordered 1Cang skya
Rol pa’i rdo rje A% % (1717-1786) , who was the third incarnation of 1Cang skya ho
thog thu =t EZIFE 55 E to formulate a transliteral system for Mantras among multilingual
Buddhism scriptures. Consequently, a phonetic manual for transliterating Mantras named Tong
wen Yuntong [B]L#)45 had been made under the direction of 1Cang skya the third. Indeed,
the phonetic system provided in Tongwen Yuntong had not only been applied to transliterate
Buddhist Mantras but also adopted to record geographical names in Oirat Mongolian and Uygur
since Qing empire marched to the West and conquered Xinjiang #7%& . Such as Xiyu Tongwen
Zhi FO1E[F] S s just a follower in transliterating of Tongwen yuntong. There is no doubt that
phonetics of non-Chinese languages such as Tibetan, Mongolian and Manchu had extensively
amplified the academic scope of Chinese philslogy in Qing dynasty. On account of non-Chinese
factors in Chinese philology in Qing dynasty, the scholarly trend of Qianjia Han Xue is

definiteiy not merely a pedantic object belonging to Han-Chinese studies but positively an

erudite paradigm in academic history of Qing dynasty.
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